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 The Lord  is 

my shepherd; I shall 

not  want.  

2     He makes me lie 

down in reen  pastures.  

He leads me beside 

still waters.  

3     He restores my 

soul. He  leads me 

in  paths of righteous-

ness   for his  name's 

sake. 

4 Even though I  walk 

through the valley 

of  the shadow of 

death,  I will  fear no 

evil, for  you are with 

me;  your  rod and your 

staff,  they comfort 

me. 

5 You prepare a table 

before me  in  the pres-

ence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head 

with oil;  

    my cup overflows.  

6 Surely goodness and 

mercy  shall follow me  

    all the days of my 

life,  

and I shall  dwell  in the 

house of the  Lord  

    forever.           
Psalm 23:1-6 

Mikeôs Minute  

IS THE LORD YOUR SHEPHERD?  

This Summer in worship we have be studying the Book Of Psalms from the Old Testament.  I have 

enjoyed bringing this very vivid and emotional part of Godôs Word to light, and sharing its joys with 

you.  Iôve gotten lots of positive feedback about these messages, and am glad many are finding 

these sermons helpful!  This book of poems is a great place to see how people related to God in 

the high and low points of life. 

 

In August we will hit one of the most famous of all passages from the Bible, Psalm 23.  ñThe Lord is 
my shepherd,ò King David proclaims, and celebrates Godôs care outdoors and indoors alike.  Yah-
weh, the Lord, the Creator God of Israel and all the nations, reaches down to each of us with spe-
cific acts of guidance and care.  He leads us to the blessed places of life, like green pastures and 
the still waters of deep streams.  He also walks with us through the trials of life, even the valley of 
the shadow of death, where His tools protect us like the shepherdôs rod and staff.  If we have this 
kind of divine protection and care, what more could we want? 
 
Yet this has to be a mutually agreed upon relationship for it to work in our lives.  Every human be-
ing eventually has to address the eternal question, ñIs the Lord MY Shepherd?ò  God guarantees 
His side of the relationship ï love, care, protection, and salvation.  Are we willing to give our side of 
the relationship ï followership, obedience, faith, and devotion? 
 
For Christians, the question becomes even more focused.  ñIs Jesus, the Good Shepherd, My 
Lord and King?ò  If I make the claim of allegiance to Him, is it evident in my daily life and weekly 
routine? 
 
Now a lot of people love the benefits of the Christian life, but they arenôt always as eager to step up 
and keep their end of the agreement.  ñIôll take all the love and forgiveness I can get, but donôt ask 
me to do anything challenging, inconvenient, uncomfortable, or out of synch with all my worldly 
friends,ò they seem to be say-
ing. 
 
Well that is not Christian faith.  
Christian faith says, ñJesus 
has redeemed me when I did-
nôt deserve it.  I will devote my 
life and days to walking in the 
ways of Jesus and promoting 
His love in the world as He 
equips me.ò  The person who 
says that truly has Jesus as 
their Lord and Shepherd! 
 
Letôs put it another way.  If 

Jesus showed up on your 

doorstep and asked you to 

sign an agreement for Him to 

be your Lord and Shepherd, 

what would that agreement 

look like?  And would you sign it?  Hereôs an example of a ñShepherding Contractò might look like.  

Does this describe your relationship with Him?   

Weôll discuss this and more each week in worship, Sunday School, 

and more!  Have a great August and Iôll look for you each week!  
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 THE FLAT BRANCH YOUTH FELLOWSHIP WANTS YOU! 

Youth Fellowship Is Back To Normal Schedule On Sundays From 5:30 To 7:30 PM.  All Area Teens Are Invited!  

Bring Your Friends And Neighbors!  All Rising 6th Graders Are Invited To Jump In Too! 
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Here are some pictures of our July adventures!  

 


